[Relation between the dynamics of a species-specific motor reaction and the duration of diencephalic stimulation].
Species-specific reaction of thumping behaviour with the hind limbs in response to electrical stimulation of the ventromedial, dorsomedial and caudal parts of the hypothalamus was studied in chronic experiments on rabbits. Reaction of avoidance dominated during current action of various durations (1-20 s). The specific reaction under study appeared after the termination of stimulation and lasted for 30-120 s. The number of kicks in response to single stimulation depended on its duration (T). With T rising from 1 to 10 s, the number of kicks increased; with T being equal to 20 s, it decreased. The latency of the first kick after the termination of stimulation regularily increased with increase of its duration, and reaction intensity maxima shifted to the right along the axis of time. Possible mechanisms of limb kicking behaviour are discussed based on a transition of avoidance reaction during stimulus action to emotional reaction in post-stimulus period.